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Resident engineer Bill Davis (insert) regularly climbs up the scaffolding to inspect the repairs underway to the substructure of the Route 495 viaduct in North Bergen. The road 
leads to the Lincoln Tunnel and carries 2,000 vehicles per lane per hour. 
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Department requests 
new technician series 


The Department's Personnel Services Division is currently finalizing a request for 
submission to the Department of Personnel (formerly Civil Service) which will establish 
two new title series, the Construction and Maintenance Technician series and the 
Engineering Technician series. 

The proposal is a culmination of two years of collective effort between Personnel, 
Department management and employees. The new series will provide promotions as 
well as upward and lateral mobility for employees who now hold titles in the following 
existing series: Highway Inspector (and variants); Inspector of Permits; Engineering 
Aide, Materials; Chief of Survey Party; Engineering Aide. The Construction and 
Maintenance Technician series will be used in the areas of inspection and testing. The 
Engineering Technician series will be used in the areas of data collection, assembly and 
analysis. 

When the new titles are implemented, employees will receive an increase in salary 
of 4 to 15 percent, depending on the title they currently hold. The Department has 
requested that the initial round of promotional examinations be handled by a rating of 
education and experience, rather than through formal written examinations. 

It is anticipated that these new titles will provide a much needed career ladder for 
employees who perform technical support duties in key areas within the Department. 
The salary increases will also recognize the criticality of these technical support 
functions and the level of expertise required to perform them. 

Questions concerning the proposed new titles are welcome. Call Candie Brown, 
Bureau of Classification, 609-530-2940. 


Raymond Micharski removes lens caps from sensor units housed in the front 
bumper of the ARAN van. 


Andris Jumikis demonstrates one of ARAN's sophisticated measuring devices. 


Sprucing up for spring 
Wayne Kalisch, Maintenance Worker | from the West Trenton Yard, removes a tree 
stump on the side of Route 29. 


ARAN takes Department 
into the Space Age 


Thanks to the Automated Road Analyzer (ARAN), DOT's Construction and 
Maintenance Division has moved highway testing into the space age. 

A recently acquired, state-of-the-art testing van is providing DOT engineers 
with an objective video and computerized profile of road roughness, pavement rut 
depth, grade of pavement and radius of curve data, all with a single pass of a van 
traveling at 40 miles per hour, speed limits permitting. 

ARAN's_ sophisticated testing devices include an “accelerometer” originally 
developed to guide rockets into space. It measures the movement of the van's rear 
axle, giving researchers a continuous electronic evaluation of ride quality. The old 
method employed the "May's Ride Meter," a primitive sensor unit that was carried in 
the trunk of acar. 

Andris Jumikis, the Project Engineer who heads the Pavement Management unit 
in the Bureau of Maintenance, credits the new system with saving both lives and 
money. "In the old days, testing rut depth required a suicide mission," he _ said. 
Jumikis explained that DOTers used to stop or divert traffic, place a straight edge 
across the highway and measure rut depth with a ruler. ARAN measures ruts every 
52 feet without endangering the lives of the survey crew. 

ARAN was developed by a Canadian firm with input from several potential 
users including NJDOT. Only a few states and one Canadian province have 
acquired the equipment thus far, but more plan to embrace the new technology, 
according to Jumikis. 

The van is usually staffed by Principal Engineer Jeffrey Callahan, or Senior 
Engineer Amraham Abraham,Jumikis's assistants, a driver and another technician. 
An interchangeable crew of Engineering Aides is being trained to use and maintain 
the equipment. They are James Gorman, Joseph Salyga, Ron Gruzlovic, Gregory 
Sallie, Nicholas Gephart, Gerald Falsetti and Raymond Micharski. Joe Coult, 
Supervising Engineering Aide Il, is responsible for feeding the raw data into the 
Department's computer with the assistance of student co-op, Danielle Heft. 

Data obtained from ARAN has a variety of uses. The video tape shot from a 
camera located next to the driver provides engineers with a permanent visual 
record of road conditions. When combined with the computer data, the information 
provides management with the tools to set maintenance priorities and gives 
engineers in various units data to assist in planning and designing improvements. 

ARAN will be used to survey the entire state highway system each year. This will 
include some 2,300 centerline miles of highway which will be surveyed in each 
direction as well as special surveys which may be requested by management. 


Softball season slides into view 


ae Play ball! 


The first signs of spring not only 
signal the beginning of the construction 
season but also the return of the sound 
of the bat. Mitts have come out of the 
bottom drawers and liniment bottles out 
of the medicine cabinet as the DOT 
softball players warm up for the 1987 
season with high expectations. 


The DOT softball team will begin 
its season on April 27 in the B Division of 
the Ewing Township Adult League. The 
club is managed by Steve Warren, 
Traffic, and coached by Tom Wospil, 
Programming. Returning vets include 
Howard Immordino, Budget; Paul 
Gurland, Traffic; Joe Serenelli, Traffic; 
Talvin Davis, Data Base Generation; 
Dennis Keck, Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner; Joe O'Brien, Traffic and 
Marty Livingston, Traffic. 

The team's newcomers include Joe 
Birchenough, of Traffic and John 
Dourgarian, from Communications. 
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The team has been very competitive 
in the league through the years, winning 
the championship in 1977, 1979 and 1981 
and were playoff winners in 1976, 1977 
and 1980. 
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The Injuneers hope to improve on 
their 7-7 record of a year ago and have 
fun doing it, in the Mercer County 
Independent League when the season 
begins in mid-April. The team is 
composed of rookies and seasoned 
veterans ranging in age from 25 to 45 and 
the entire roster is expected to see some 
action in every game. 

On this year's club are manager 
Robert Swain, coach Frank DellaRossa, 
Ferguson Reeves, John Knapp, Bud 
Burkhart, Jay Hess, Giz Marceau, Tom 
Podskalny, Tad Hall, Bruce Brumfield, 
George McCarthy, Mike Russo, Charlie 
Meidhof, Jim Dixon, Denny Cox and Mario 
Ritualo. All work in Design except 
Marceau, who is in the Bureau of Utilities. 

The team motto is: "It's not if you win 


or lose, it's the beer and pizza after the 
game." 


the 


The NJDOT Softball League will 
open its season on April 21 with 14 
teams, according to league president 
Carmen Caltagirone. 

Each club will play 13 games at 
either the Department of Defense or 
Washington Crossing Park. Rich 
Hammer's Bridge Inspectors was the 
1986 league champions. 
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Old Timers Game 


Henry Conroy, Accounting is 
organizing a bus trip to the RFK Stadium 
in Washington D. C. to watch the Old 
Timer's Game on Monday, June 29. 

The long day trip will allow time to 
view some of the sights of the capitol 
along the way. For more information call 
Conroy at his home after 5 p.m at 215- 
946-9289. 
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SPRING COMES TO 


NJDOT 


some Region Il stories 


March 24, 1987...55 degrees, bright sunshine, 
underway on state roads in Hudson, 


blue skles...Department of Transportation construction 
Bergen, Passaic, Essex and Union Counties... 


and maintenance jobs 


Motorists travelling through the most densely trafficked counties in the US crawl throu 
gh the work sites on fewer lanes than usual, 
rubber-necking at the work at hand, sometimes expressing hostility at the men and machines in their way, sometimes getting into or 


causing accidents. 


ow to repair a bridge dec 


oating- 


a tine jatex © 


5. spread an 
Photographs courtesy of 6. Cover with wet burlap and white 
Conduit-Frapaul polyurethane; cure for 24 hours. 


The Story of the Shrimp and the Super Sucker 


Once upon a time the people of the Garden State used to watch men with jackhammers break 
up concrete on the highways of the Garden State. The sound hurt everbody's ears and it was 
very hard work, especially when it was hot out. 

Several years ago, in far-away Italy (where the Romans built some pretty good roads a very 
long time ago), a company (FIP Industrial Spa) created a new machine which they called the 
Shrimp which uses a high-pressure water spray to break up concrete bridge decks right down to 
their original steel reinforcements. When the contractor in the !-80 job in Paterson, Conduit- 
Frapaul, demonstrated the Shrimp to Department engineers, everyone loved it. The Shrimp is 
faster, quieter, dustless and lessens vibrations. (It is also probably more refreshing to operate in 
hot weather.) 

The Shrimp is followed by a vacuum vehicle, in this case the Super Sucker, which removes all 
the debris and leaves the steel reinforcements exposed by the hydro-demolisher. 


And elsewhere... 


Region II Maintenance Engineer Bob Micai reports that 21 different crews -- maintenance, construction, 
bridge, landscape, signs and lines -- did 46 different spot jobs on the region's roads on March 25. They 
included: Route 3, Berry's Creek, Rutherford and Secaucus, concrete poured on the bridge over the 
Hackensack River; Route 93, Grand Avenue, Leonia, joints poured; Route 22, southbound, Scotch 
Plains, permanent patching; Route 208, Wyckoff, basins cleaned; I-280, Stickel Bridge, Newark, 
steel deck repairs; Route 17, Hasbrouck Heights, permanent patching. 

A few days earlier, Maintenance's Landscape Bureau sent out its Landscape Quarterly Bulletin. 
Minor Fulford and John Jolly author the informative periodical. The current issue notifies the Department's 
maintenance crews that Virginia creeper has been planted at the base of the sound barriers on the interstates 
and offers directions for perennials, wild flowers, insect and weed controls, growth control and mowing. 


Route 495, North Bergen 


Bill Davis is the resident engineer supervising the 
emergency repairs to the 90-foot-high Route 495 
viaduct over Tonnelle Avenue in North Bergen, one of 
the highest volume roads in the region. The morning 
peak on this, the main access road to the Lincoln Tunnel 
to New York City, lasts until 11 am when the crews close 
down one lane so that the day's major work can begin. 
They remove the orange cones and re-open the lane at 
2 pm when the afternoon "rush" begins. The traffic, in 
fact, never eases up. 

It's hard to say whether the noise level is higher on 
top of the viaduct, where the new bus lane is in progress, 
or underneath, where the ironworkers are painstakingly 
replacing the worn-out metal with a jigsaw puzzle 
selection of new pieces. The top side vibrates with the 
motion and rumble of the unending line of vehicles while 
the deafening sounds of air compressors and drilling 
assail the ears on the bottom. 

While the bridge deck feels comfortable in 
the warm spring sun, it is cold, dark and damp 
a few feet underneath where the Mohawk 
Indian ironworkers stand on temporary wooden 
planks fitting and bolting the pieces. DOTers 
assigned to the job also do high aerial work. 
"You don't notice after a while," Davis said. 
Region I! Construction Engineer Ernie Nolan 
agreed, but added: "It's hard to go up again 
after you've been away from the day-to-day 
climb." 

DOTers must check a minimum of ten percent of the 
bolts at every connection and often do much more. 
Davis' assistant engineers are Aurelio Matos Jr. and 
Mohamed El-Mekawi. They will both come away from this 
$11-million project with a wealth of practical experience: 
the evolving, critical nature of bridge repair work; the 
supervision of a prime and sub-contractor with 60 
employees, public pressure from local communities and 
metropolitan New Jersey-New York agencies. Davis is a 
17-year DOT veteran with I-78, |-280 and Pulaski Skyway 
projects among his credits. 

The region's Materials Bureau also plays a 
role on Route 495 bridge repairs. The week 
before, for example, Regional Materials 
Engineer Frank Wegel had notified Davis that 
his staff found that the test borings from the 
newly poured concrete safety barriers had 
failed their performance tests. Recently the 
contractor's own tests have substantiated the 
findings. It will take two weeks to replace the 
barriers. 

The Route 495 project began in 1985 with an 
intensive communication effort with the local 
municipalities and counties, the State Police, the 
Turnpike Authority, the Port Authority of New York-New 
Jersey's bridge and tunnel managers, and the New York 
City and New York State Departments of Transportation. 
When the Department closes down a lane which 
accesses a Hudson River crossing into New York City, 
traffic can and does back up on dozens of city arteries. 

Last year's traffic mitigation efforts on Route 495 had 
to take into account events as diverse as local Hudson 
County businesses and safety facilities, Giants football 
games and street fairs in downtown and midtown 
Manhattan. Davis, Nolan and Region II Engineer Al 
Alaimo are the DOTers they call. 

How does Davis unwind «fter a grueling day? "TV, 
homr repairs, read, " he said. Then he looked at the 
sunshine and said," It's time to start my garden." 
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The "Give Them a Chance" sign which was designed to make . 
motorists more sensitive to the safety of highway workers is 
placed in a highly visible spot in front of Region Il Headquarters 
in Newark. 
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Bill Gulino, Maurice Ahearn and Tom Derowitsch represent the Materials Bureau on |-80 


Paterson. 


Materials Bureau staffers Tomas Palang, Luis Ulloa, Jim Mesinger and Bill Sawyerr 


check out a center barrier on Route 495. 
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The ironworkers perched on temporary scaffolding under the Route 495 viaduct are 


Mohawk Indians. 


Resident engineer Dennis Carlson keeps an eye on the progress of the bridge repairs on 
I-80 in Paterson. 


PEOPLE 


Anthony Blanda, who recently 
retired as a Major in the New Jersey State 
Police, has been named by 
Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck to head 
the Office of Investigative and Security 
Services which now reports to the newly 
created post of Inspector General. 
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Douglas C. Reilly has resigned 
his position with the Division of Public 
Transportation to become Transportation 
Systems Manager for Pasadena, CA. 
Reilly helped forge a new partnership 
between private bus carriers, NJ 
TRANSIT and the DOT and helped frame 
the Meadowlands Transportation 
Brokerage. 
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John Reggitts Jr., who retired 
last month as a Negotiator in the Right of 
Way Division, was incorrectly credited in 
last month's retiree list. He served 20 
years with NJDOT, not 10 as was 
reported. 


tik 


Mark Glogau, Truck Driver in 
Vineland Landscape, and his wife, 
Veronica, are the proud parents of a new 
son, Mark, who was born on February 27. 
The baby's grandfather is Peter 
Knopaski, Assistant Foreman in the 
Vineland Yard. 


Recent 
Retirees 


Russell A. Brown, — Supervising 
Engineer, Design, 33 years; Laurence 
Hayes, Equipment Operator, C&M, 32 
years; Stanley J. Thomas, Principal 
Highway Inspector, C&M, 31 years; 
John W. -L. Brank, Principal Highway 
Inspector, C&M, 27 years; Frank H. 
Turner, Highway Marker, C&M, 26 
years; Anthony’ Battaglia, Truck 
Driver, C&M, 25 years; William T. 
Hoffman, Sr. Highway Inspector, C&M, 
20 years; Howard B. Mabey, Sr. 
Investigator, Motor Carrier, Regulatory 
Affairs, 17 years 


Mark your calendars 


National Transportation Week 


May 10 through 16 


Saat 


Peter Yull, Chief of Records and Services , addresses the IBM PC users group 


IBM PC users group elects new officers 


The IBM PC Users Group have elected officers for this year. They are Kevin R. 


Desfosse, Region Il Design, 


Trenton, President; Daniel Pankiewicz, 


Environmental Analysis, Vice President; John Jones, Scheduling and Monitoring, 
Secretary and John Kaiser, Aeronautics, Librarian. The new board members are 
Ronald Allen, Urban Planning; Domenick Critelli, Region ‘I Design, Newark; Howard 
Neil, Region IV Design, Trenton; and Bruce Strickland, Administrative Systems. 


Dello Margio 


Dello Margio retires 


Ralph Dello Margio has retired as 
Chief, Bureau of Administrative Program 
Control, in the Right of Way Division after 
40 years of service. He joined the 
Department as a Clerk in 1947, and 
served in the Army during the Korean 
War. 

A graduate of Rider College with a 
BS degree in Commerce, he rose through 
the ranks, becoming Bureau Chief in 
1972. 

Dello Margio plans to spend his 
retirement catching up on long overdue 
repairs to his home and playing golf. In 
his parting message to his colleagues, he 
quoted Lord Byron who wrote, “All 
farewells should be sudden." He then 
followed Byron's advice. 


Can you 
identify this 
Moment in 
History? 


Last Month's photograph, sub- 
mitted by retiree Frank Kalinowski, was 
correctly identified by four employees. 
It drew a surprising number of detailed, 
but incorrect, answers. 

The best correct answer was 
submitted by Don _ Hendrickson, 
Area Supervisor, Region III 
Maintenance, who identified it as the 
Somerville Maintenance Yard in 1964. 

Hendrickson tells us that the top 
row shows himself, then assistant 
foreman; Fred Sickles, John Merowski, 
John Norris, George Brickman, Walter 
Braxton, Walter Smith and Benny 
Localio. Kneeling are Joseph 
Kostreba, Edward Williams, Frank 
Kalinowski, Edward Rajack, Charles 
Hulse, Foreman, Steve Kacenak and 
Umberto Zulian. He credits Ray Sickler 
with the photo. 

Other winners were Dave 
Bowlby and Calvin Leach, Crew 
Supervisors, Signs and Markers, 
Trenton; and Bob Kutrieb, Senior 
Engineer, Region Ill, Maintenance. 


lf you can identify this project and the approximate year it was begun or completed, send 
your answer in writing with your name, title and work unit or Division to Transporter, 
Room 135, Headquarters, Trenton. Please submit your answers by April 24. (Retirees 
have until the answer is published to submit answers due to delays in bulk mail deliveries 
of their Transporter. 
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